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WWe, as the Durak Hazelnut Industry and Trade In-
corporated Company, aim at sustainability of our 
projects in addition to beneficial to the society, our 
producers and region with a new civil society ini-
tiative project every year. We wanted to prevent 
child labour in hazelnut agriculture with our project 
“Every Child is A World.” 

We met all of the expenses of our project that we 
fullfilled in cooperation with İkizce Governorship.

“Every Child is A World” is a fully academic study. 
Our project team consists of in-field academics, te-
achers and auxiliary staff.

Our project is scheduled on three main themes.

1. A summer school that is made ready for the edu-
cation of the 5-14 year-old children who come to 
İkizce district,

2. The women who come to İkizce as seasonal agri-
cultural workers,

3. Mobile Programme (The women who work in ha-
zelnut agriculture).

The difference between our project and the others 
is that we provide cultural interaction between the 
children workers and the local ones. Additionally, 
it indicates our project’s originality that we created 
awareness of child labour through education given 
to both the seasonal agricultural woman workers 
and the local women.

As regard to the summer school, the İkizce Gover-
norship allocated a school building for the child-

ren so that they could meet all their educational 
and technological needs. In our summer school, a 
different training module and various methods and 
techniques were applied during the lessons. We 
made physical development examinations fort he 
children, gave them educational and informative 
knowledge and contributed their cognitive deve-
lopment with enjoyable sports activities. 

All of their needs such as food, drinks, health, cine-
ma, sightseeing, picnic and educational materials 
were met by our company.

The seasonal agricultural workers, their families 
and the women received education about child ri-
ghts, discrimination, health, cleaning and first-aid. 

The ones who had health problems were traeted at 
Çakırtepe Hospital. Some presents were distributed 
to the women so that they could meet their daily 
needs.

Today, we are proud that we carry out beneficial 
projects. We tried to be a model fort he other pro-
jects by sharing our achievements. We distributed 
the final reports to the respective institutions in 
both the Turkish and English Languages.

I remark that we will go on doing new projects and 
would like to thank our project team on behalf of 
Durak Hazelnut Industry and Trade Incorporated 
Company.

Best regards…

Kadir DURAK 
Board Member of the Durak 
Hazelnut Industry and Trade 
Incorporated Company
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We present your benefit the evaluation report of 
our project named “Every Child is A World” that 
we carry out in cooperation with the district gover-
norship of İkizce and Durak Hazelnut Industry and 
Trade Incorporated Company. 

Our main aim in this project was to create aware-
ness of child labour. As you know, 2018 was decla-
red as the year of struggle with child labour by the 
government. 

Therefore, we initiated a civil society initiative ba-
sed on the fact that we host thousands of seasonal 
agricultural workers in İkizce, where the organic 
hazelnut agriculture is very widespread. 

We  set off  to achieve the objective to prevent the 
children who are at the play and school age to work 
in the hazelnut fields and to provide them to spend 
their summer holiday with education, sightseeing, 
sports and cultural activities. 

Within this scope, we fulfilled several activities 
and educational programmes. In addition, we visi-
ted the agricultural workers and gave information 
about social issues and family matters. We moni-
tored their health conditions by means of medical 
examinations and had a chance to observe and lis-
ten to their problems. We received very important 
feedback from this work of ours that we did for the 
first time. 

Our goal is to make it sustainable by rendering it 
more comprehensive and systematical in the fol-
lowing years. I am of the opinion that the report 
which is prepared with this goal and which I belie-

ve to serve as a modal for both us and the acade-
mics in this field, nongovernmental organizations, 
public institutions and private sector will be bene-
ficial to the future projects on this topic.

Consequently, I would like to thank kindly the Du-
rak Hazelnut Family that we worked with in the 
project, the educators that worked with self-de-
votion and a great responsibility, and the ground 
keepers.

Ali Recai YERLİKAYA
The District Governor of 
İkizce

W
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The United Nations set the targets for 2030 for 
Sustainable Development in 2016. In other words, 
Sustainable Development Targets (SDT), which re-
fers the Global Targets, has the characteristics of 
a universal call for action in order to eradicate the 
poverty, save our planet and enable all people to 
live in peace and well. 

The 15th of the 17 targets set in the scope of SDT is 
going into an immediate action to reduce the loss 
of biodiversity and natural habitat which are parts 
of our common heritage. The 8th one involves the 
goals of taking urgent and efficient precautions to 
ban the worst types of child labour and of stopping 
all types of child labour by 2025.

(1). In İkizce, organic hazelnut agriculture is done 
the most and it is getting more widespread. It is 
stated that the size of organic hazelnut agriculture 
area was 5312 decares in 2010 and it is 8700 deca-
res today. (2). 

These steps are considered as an indicator of an 
important sustainable agricultural development. 
However, the problem of the present child labour 
is both a violation children rights and a negative 
effect on sustainable agricultural development. 
Convention on the rights of the children puts the 
children under protection against child labour. (3). 
In Turkey, it is forbidden that the children under 
the age of 15 are manipulated in accordance with 
the labour law no 4857 (71 and 85). (4). According 

to the 2012 statistics of Turkish Statistical Institute, 
there are approximately 1 million child workers and 
the 400 thousand of them work in seasonal agri-
culture. (5). 

According to the results of field studies of the De-
velopment Agency, the number of child workers in 
hazelnut agriculture ranges from 42857 to 128571. 
(6). Turkey, which has signed the Prompt Action 
Contract about Banning and Destroying the Worst 
Shape of Child Labour, accepts the child labour in 
agriculture as the worst one and promised the In-
ternational Labour Organization that it will destroy 
the child labour totally by 2015.

2. The Scope of Every Child is A World Project
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(7). All around Turkey, there has been studies made 
by various institutions and an important pilt study 
is being carried out in Ordu. (8). The year 2018 was 
announced as the year of struggle with the child 
labour with the notice of prime ministry with the 
main goal of preventing the worst shapes of child 
labour. 

Thousands of children come to Ordu with their pa-
rents as agricultural workers from July to Septem-
ber for hazelnut harvest. 

Although the children do not work in agriculture, 
they can be deprived of the rights of education, 
health, protection from economic exploitation, ap-
propriate life and playing games. (9). It is known 
that the children leave school in April and move 
to the working fields and that they cannot attend 
school by the end of November. 

A socil responsibility project named “Every child 
is a world” was carried out by İkizce District Go-
vernorship and Durak Hazelnut for the first time in 
İkizce in 2018. 

The Project “Every Child is A World” was carried 
out in cooperation with Durak Hazelnut Industry 
and Trade Incorporated Company and İkizce Go-
vernorship. Child labour that is one of the most im-
portant problems all over the world is considered 
widespread in agriculture. It is both the result and 
cause of children poverty. 

The aim of this project is to prevent child labour in 
hazelnut agriculture and to present education, he-
alth and nursing services in an ovearll approach for 
the children workers who come to İkizce district of 
Ordu province during the hazelnut harvest season. 

The primary goal of the project is to identify the 
educational and physical needs of the 5-14 year-old 
children workers who come to İkizce district of 
Ordu province during the hazelnut harvest season 
with their parents and of the 5-14 year-old local 
children, and to support them in educational and 
physical aspects during their stay. 

The objective of the project is to increase the awa-
reness of the women workers coming to İkizce and 
the women in that district about child labour. 

A report about the results of the projecthas been 
published.
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The activities done within the scope of the project, which was carried out in 3 steps, have been illustrated 
as a mind map below.

3. The Activities Done within the Scope of the Project
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The civil society initiative project named Every 
Child is A World was started on July 5th, 2018 after 
the signing of the contract between The İkizce Go-
vernorship and Durak Hazelnut Industry and Tra-
de I.C. The project area was determined as Ordu 
Grand Municipality İkizce Anatolian Religious Vo-
cational High School because of its safety qualities 
and having enough space.

It was come to an agreement that the educatio-
nal activities of the project would be carried out by 
the Administration of İkizce Public Education Cen-
ter. The responsibilities of the counterparties were 
determined with the contract and the project was 
explained to the pres in the launching meeting.

The district governor of İkizce, Mr. Ali Recai YER-
LİKAYA, made some explanations about child la-
bour. Next, the board member of Durak Hazelnut 
Industry and Trade I.C., Mr. Kadir DURAK, talked 
about their previous projects and the details of the 
activities of this year. After that, Ordu University 
lecturer, Tuğba KONTAŞ AZAKLI, made a presen-
tation about the project.

Besides the press, the district governor of Ünye 
Ümit Hüseyin GÜNEY, the district governor of İkiz-
ce Ali Recai YERLİKAYA, the mayor of İkizce Mu-
nicipality Bahri SÖĞÜT, Ünye district gendarmerie 
commander Captain Esat Can ÖZTÜRK, Ünye dist-
rict Chief Constable Ahmet AKSU, UTZ the director 
of Turkey Osman Yalçın TEKİNARSLAN and the 
manager of İkizce Vocational School Hülya SOLAK 
participated in the project launching meeting.
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3.1. Signing the Protocol and Launching the Project / July 5th, 2018

Kadir DURAK 
Board Member of the 
Durak Hazelnut Industry 
and Trade Incorporated 
Company

Ali Recai YERLİKAYA
The District Governor of 

İkizce

Project Launch

Project Launch
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Prior to the project, a two-day workshop was car-
ried out for the teachers, assistant teachers and 
field workers who would take part in the project. 
The aim of the workshop was to give them infor-
mation about the content of the project and the-
ir responsibilities. The workshop was done in the 
Ünye center office and Durak Hazelnut Industry 
and Trade I.C. hosted it. The first day started with 
the warm up activities, introducing each other. Af-
ter the welcoming speech of the host Hasan Durak, 
Ordu University lecturer, Tuğba KONTAŞ AZAKLI 
made a presentation about the project. Ordu Uni-

versity lecturer, Yasemin BULUT made a presenta-
tion about children rights and working with child-
ren. Then, Tuğba KONTAŞ AZAKLI ended the day 
with its presentation about child protection.

On the second half of the first day, First Aid Educa-
tion was done in case of accidents or/and sickness. 
Univesity lecturer Mükerrem Kabataş Yıldız worked 
with children about it.
On the second day, Aysun Aydın, human rights ex-
perts, gave an education about discrimination and 
gender. 

The possible problems in filed during the 
workshop:
I. Language problems of children,
II. Social non-cohesion of children with different 
cultures,
III. The parents’ not being convinced about sen-
ding their children.

3.2. The Workshop of the Project Educators / July 28th – 29th, 2018
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TThe district governor of İkizce, Ali Recai YERLİKA-
YA, presided a coordination and introductory mee-
ting on July 31st, 2018, when the seasonal agricul-
ture workers come to İkizce. The mayor of İkizce 
Municipality Bahri SÖĞÜT, İkizce district gendar-
merie commander, İkizce district Chief Constable 
and 31 district local authorities participated in the 
meeting. The district governor of İkizce, Ali Recai 
YERLİKAYA, said that they supported the project. 
In addition, the project coordinator Vedat Macit 
and the university lecturer Tuğba Kontaş Azaklı 
explained the details of the project to the local ad-
ministrators and authorities.  

16
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3.3. Shareholder’s Meeting with Local Administrators and Authorities – July 31th, 2018

Project Presentation

Bahri SÖĞÜT
The Mayor of İkizce 

Municipality

Ali Recai YERLİKAYA
İkizce District Governor 

Stakeholders’ Meeting
Local Authorities
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BBetween the 1st and 5th of Au-
gust, all the project staff started 
to work at Ordu Grand Muni-
cipality İkizce Anatolian Reli-
gious Vocational High School. 
Different classrooms for each 
subject were made ready fort he 
lessons. The teachers from all 
subjects were asigned. A clas-
sroom for the nursery students 
was formed with the support of 
İkizce District Governorship.

18
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3.4. Preparations in the Project School – August 1st – 5th, 2018

Visual Arts Class

Chess Class

Science Laboratory
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Dining Hall

ICT Class

Nursery Class
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AFField work was started on August 2nd, 2018. The 
project field team visited the meeting points and 
the places that the hazelnut producers provided 
for accommodation. They negotiated with the fa-
milies about education of their children under 16 
years old and wanted them to send their children 
to school. It was observed that the parents were 
not eager to send the children above 13 years old. 
However, they agreed to send the children betwe-
en 5 and 13 years old. They were informed about 
the laws on child labour. According to these visits, 
it was observed that most of the people living in 
the tents are women and children and there were 

1-2 men per each tent. A bag with daily basic ne-
eds of women was given to each woman. The bag 
had various things in it, from hygenic materials to 
cosmetics. They were also given some broschures 
about health issues such as breast cancer. They 
were taught to examine their breasts by hand by 
themselves. 
The project team talked to the volunteer women 

during their visit to the tents and did some analy-
sis about their backround. We will share a detailed 
report about it later. It was observed as a result of 
these talks that most of the seasonal agriculture 
women workers cannot read and write, had to have 
early school leaving. It was concluded that especi-
ally the girls are responsible for house chores, child 
care, cleaning and cooking at home.

20
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3.5. The First Contact with the Seasonal Agriculture Worker Families –  
August 2nd, 2018



AAccording to the data received from İkizce district 
gendarmerie commandership, 66 seasonal agricul-
ture workers came to their area, the 14 of whom 
are men, 32 women and 20 children. According to 
the data received from İkizce district police depart-
ment, 134 seasonal agriculture workers came to the 
area, the 21 of whom are men, 53 women and 60 
children. The distribution of the total 200 seasonal 
agriculture workers is shown in the graph below.
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3.6. Identifying the Seasonal Agriculture Workers in İkizce District

Graph 1 
The distribution of the total 200 seasonal agriculture workers coming to İkizce

MEN

WOMEN

CHILDREN
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3.7. Data on the Children Involved in the Project

The 67 of 127 children enrolled I the project 
school live in İkizce and 60 children are from 
the seasonal agricultural worker families. 65 
of them are girls and 61 boys. 

When we look at the age groups, there are more children at the age of 5,7,8,10,13 as guest 
students, but the local students are mostly at the age of  8,9,10,11.

Graph 2:  
Distribution of guest and local children taken 
part in Every Child is A World Project

Table 2:  
Age Distribution of children taken part in Every Child is A World Project

Table 1:  
Gender Distribution of children taken part in Every 
Child is A World Project
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3.8. The Courses and Activities That The Children Participated in – 
August 6th – September 6th, 2018

The following list is composed of the courses and activities that the children participated in via The Adminis-
ration of İkizce Public Education Center.

Reading and Writing Courses 

Turkish

Science

Mathematics

Folk Dances

Physical Education and 

Crafts Courses

Visual Arts Education

Chess Course

Information and 

Communication Technologies

Child Rights Education
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3.8. The Courses and Activities That The Children Participated in –  
August 6th – September 6th, 2018

The education team was composed of 11 teachers and 7 assistant teachers. Additionally, there were 3 per-
sonnel who are in charge of the distribution of the meals, cleaning and transportation. There were also 3 
buses with drivers and assistant personnel that are responsible fort he transportation of the children from the 
camping area to the school.T

Reading and Writing Courses (1 teacher)

Turkish (1 teacher)

Science (1 teacher)

Mathematics (1 teacher)

Folk Dances (1 teacher)

Physical Education and Sports	 (1 teacher)

Handicrafts Courses (1 teacher)

Visual Arts Education (1 teacher)

Chess Courses (1 teacher)

Information and Communication 

Technologies (1 teacher)

Child Rights Education (2 teachers)

Free Activities 4 assistant teachers)

Nursery Class ((1 teacher and 1 assistant 

teacher)	
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3.9. Health and Nutrition-Meals

On the first day of the programme, all the children’s 
height, weight, waist circumference and foot size 
were recorded for the purpose of physical evalua-
tion. On the completion of the programme, this re-
cord was repeated. This data were used to follow 
the development of the children and the distribution 
of clothes, shoes etc.
Another remarkable thing worth mentioning is that 
the children were undergone medical and tooth he-
alth screening byÜnye Private Çakırtepe Hospital, 
which is a business of Durak Hazelnut. The detailed 
report will be announced later. According to the re-

sults, the most common health problem of the child-
ren is bronchitis.
In addition to that, during the programme, the child-
ren were taken to Ünye District Community Health 
Center and the expenses were met by the project 
budget.
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During the project, the children ate 4 meals a day 
(breakfast, lunch and two snacks). The content of 
the menu was prepared by a dietician. The dieti-
cian visited the school to give an education about 
healthy diet. It was observed that most of the child-
ren were physically not developed enough when 
compared to their peers. Those who are overwei-
ght lost weight and the thin ones gained weight at 
the end of the project.
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3.10. Regional Works of Awareness

For the success of the project, we came together 
with not only the seasonal workers but also the 
women who live in İkizce and who are engaged 
in hazelnut agriculture. They received an educa-
tion of awareness about struggle with child la-
bour. 250 women got this education locally. We 
received that feedback that they had not had an 

education like that before and that they learned 
there is criminal sanction about this problem. 

Th women stated that this education was 
very beneficial and that it should be made wi-
despread.
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3.11. Trip to Ünye and Picnic

The children had a trip to Ünye and had a picnic at 
Ordu Grand Municipality Yumus Emre Camping. 
They started the day with breakfast near the sea. 

After that, they enjoyed the sea under the super-
vision of Ordu Grand Municipality lifeguards. They 
ate their lunch and snacks at the camping and pla-
yed enjoyable games in nature during the day.
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3.12. The Curriculum is The Same, The Method is Different -  
The Content of the Curriculum, Game-Based 
Education

Ç TThe children learnt all the school subjects by pla-
ying games. Therefore, they came to school in sum-
mertime very eagerly. They spent good time during 
the project. They did experiments etc. Science and 
Mathematics became their favourite subjects.
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3.13. Exhibition and Closure

TThe children prepared an exhibition and they 
displayed their activities during the project. The 
district governor of İkizce Ali Recai YERLİKAYA, 
the Mayor of İkizce Municipality Bahri SÖĞÜT, the 
Board Member of Durak Hazelnut Ahmet DURAK, 
the Manager of İkizce Public Education Center Mu-
rat PARLAK and İkizce Vocational School Hülya 
SOLAK participated in this exhibition and closu-
re activities of the project. The exhibition started 
with folk dances and ended with the display of the 
children’s products.
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4. The Research Done within the Scope of the Project

4.1. Physical Development Examinations for the Children
4.2. Research on the Seasonal Agriculture Women Workers and Their Living Conditions
4.3. Condition of the Children involved in Seasonal Agriculture Movements

T



The rate which shows the place of the children 
in the percentage wheh compared with their pe-
ers is called percentile. All the children’s height, 
weight, waist circumference and foot size were re-
corded for the purpose of physical evaluation. On 
the completion of the programme, this record was 
repeated. These data were used to follow the de-
velopment of the children and the distribution of 
clothes, shoes etc.
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4.1. Physical Development Examinations for the Children

T
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The percentile of B (3 years old) changed considerably from the beginning and end of the programme. While the height of B was shorter 
than most of her peers in the beginning (%1,8), It increased %9,7. While her weight was less than his peers in the beginning (13,6), it 
became closer to her peers’ (42,1). 
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4.1. Physical Development Examinations for the Children

Graph 3 
The height percentile at the beginning of the programme  
(3 year-old girl)

Graph 5 
The weight percentile at the beginning of the programme 
(3 year-old girl)

Graph 4 
The height percentile at the end of the programme  
(3 year-old girl)

Graph 6 
The weight percentile at the end of the programme 
(3 year-old girl)

T T



The height and weight of almost all the children changed. They are shown in the tables below. Where-
as the average values of the guest girls developed below the level of their peers at the beginning of the 
programme, they increased in the end and it became closer to the average values in some age groups. 
The percentile of the local girl students was more than that of the guest girls. Their height increased 
and the height percentile of the 5 year-old increased.
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4.1. Physical Development Examinations for the Children

Table 3 
The average percentile of the guest girls

Table 4 
The average percentile of the local girls

The percentile of the guest and local children participated in Every Child is A World 
Project when compared to their peers’ average valuesT
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4.1. Physical Development Examinations for the Children

Table 5 
The average percentile of the guest boys

Table 6 
The average percentile of the local boys

IThe height and weight percentile values of the se-
asonal agriculture worker boys were less than most 
of their peers. 

At the end of the programme, the height percentile 
became closer to the average values and more. The 

height percentile of the local boys increased in all 
the age groups. 

The weight percentile decreased in the 8 year-old 
group, remained the same in the 5 year-old group 
and increased in the other age groups.

T
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4.2. Research on the Seasonal Agriculture Women Workers and Their 
Living Conditions

It is known that there are intense ef-
forts of women in agriculture without 
any employment and social security. 

Meetings with the local and seasonal 
agriculture worker women coming to 
the region and visits to the tents were 
organized in order to determine their 

needs and increase the level of their 
child labour awareness. 

This research involves the interviews 
done during the tent visits of the mo-
bile programme carried out within the 
scope of Every Child is A World pro-
ject.

I
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4.2.1. Working Group

T IThe research was carryout out with participation of 35 women coming to Ordu for hazelnut harvest in August 
and September after they set out from Urfa and worked as seasonal agriculture workers in various provinces. 
The marital status and age of the women are shown in the graph below. 

It is illustrated that the 60% of the women are married 
and the number of the women under the age of 40 
are more. They all have worked as seasonal agriculture 
workers coming from Urfa.

Graph 7 
The marital status and age of the women
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4.2.2. Living Practices and Working Conditions

IIt is obvious that it varies from 1 to 40 years when 
we have analyzed the answers of the questions of 
how long the participants have been working in 
seasonal agriculture. 

They have been working in seasonal agriculture for 
12 years in average. They start to work when they 
are approximately 10 years old. Their expressions 
are as the following.

K4: “Since I was a child.”

K6: “I am 20 years old now and I started to work 
when I was 12.”

K15: “I have been working since I could.”

K18: I have been working since childhood and for 
three years in hazelnut harvest. However, it is more 
than 30 years when I consider my parents.” (34 ye-
ars old now.)

K20: I have been working since I opened my eyes, 
I was 7 years old.”

The observations in field work shows that seasonal 
agriculture workers are mostly women, the young 
and the children, but men are very few.

Figure 1 
The working duration of the 
participants in seasonal agriculture

Figure 2 
The average number of the household

Figure 3 
Types of transportation of the participants 
in seasonal agricultural move

The frequency is shown as f.
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Malatya

Ordu

Kayseri

It is observed that the workers came to İkizce by 
rented vehicles or minibuses with drivers and paid 
120 Turkish Liras per person. They said it is very 
expensive and it covers most of their earnings.

K20: “… We paid 800 TL and it is too much for 
travelling fees.”

K17: “… We meet the travelling fee by ourselves. 
We paid 1600 in total only for arriving.”

K16: “… We paid 100 TL per person for rent. It 
costs 100 TL per person.”
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4.2.2. Living Practices and Working Conditions

Graph 8 
The contact person issue in seasonal agriculture

Figure 4 
The relationship of the seasonal griculture 
women workers with the contact persons

Figure 5 
A map of the moving 
route of the workers 
coming to İkizce

The most of the workers came to İkizce with 
the help of contact persons.

I I



It is seen that 35 women interviewed in İkizce 
came from Urfa and returned using the same rou-
te to their hometown. Only 5 of the workers know 
the daily wage. However, as illustrated in Figure 6, 
most of the participants (f:30) said that they didn’t 
know the wage although they already started wor-
king. They expressed themselves as the following.

K3 (Woman 3): “I don’t know the wage this sea-
son, but I guess it will be 60-70 TL.”

K19: “It was 55 TL last year. I was paid 60 and I 
paid 5 of it to the contact person. And it was not 
enough.”

K13: “I don’t know at all, because somebody says 
it is 60, another one says 65. It was 53 last year...”
It was seen that women and men are paid equally.

K10: “…The children are also paid the same, ever-
ybody the same…”
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4.2.2. Living Practices and Working Conditions

Figure 6 
The percentage of the workers who knows and 
doesn’t know the daily wage

I
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4.2.2. Living Practices and Working Conditions

Working Conditions

All the participants describe the same working 
conditions. They say that they work 10 hours a day 
and have 2-3 breaks during the day. 

They state that they take their packed lunch with 
them and have 1-hour break for lunch at noon.  
Also, they say they start working at 7 a.m. and fi-
nish at 6 p.m.

Figure 7 
The weekly and daily working durations

W T
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4.2.3. Living Conditions and Accommodation

There are 3 types of accommodation for the seaso-
nal agriculture workers. These are as the following.

1. The areas for overall tents,

2. The individual tents set up in the field of the 
land owner,

3. The accommodation at the buildings normally 
not used for living.

Below are the photographs and descriptions of 
such places.

Figure 8 
The accommodation areas for seasonal agriculture workers in İkizce

T
The workers living in the individual tents set up in the 
field of the land owner stated that they were in a better 
situation than the ones in overall tents as a result of the 
fact help that the land owner met their needs suc as 
toilets, electricity, wood and water even though they 
were not sufficient enough.

It is observed that the workers living at the buildings 
normally not used for living had better conditions than 
the ones living in tents. Especially, they were safe 
when a natural disaster occurred such as flood and safe 
against the possible danger from pigs, dogs, snakes 
and insects.

It was observed that there were areas for overall 
tents in Düzpelit and Şenbolluk districts. The 

workers here stated that they had limited facilities 
suc as toilets, bathing, electricity and water. Due 

to heavy rain, they had problems.
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4.2.3. Living Conditions and Accommodation

5 problems that must be solved urgently were iden-
tified in accommodation areas. These are as the 
following.

1. Insufficient infrastructure in the tent areas,
2. Limited access to clean water, 
3. Lack of toilets with drains,
4. Lack of proper bathrooms,
5. Lack of sufficient lights.

The expressions of the participants about these 
problems are as the following.

Especially the workers living in the individual tents 
set up in the field of the land owner could solved 
their problems more easily than the ones living in 
the overall tents who had problems in meeting the-
ir basic needs.

Figure 9 
Common problems 
in accommodation 

arreas

5 O

K13 
“We were very 

scared when a flood 
occurred at night. 
Water was running 
under us. We had 

to stay there at that 
night. There is still 
mud everywhere.”

K18 
“We have the 

electricity this year. 
We are coming here 
for 3 years and there 
was no electricity. 
Now, they unplug 

it after 10 p.m., and 
then we are in the 
dark of the night.”

K18 
“Water is not clean, 

bu we drink it 
compulsorily. We 
sometimes drink 
stream water and 
we can’t see the 

bottom of the stream 
because of mud.”

K20 
“W set up a rod 
next to the tent. 
There is no light. 
It is terrible, but 
what can we do? 
If it falls down…”

K19 
“We built the 

toilet by ourselves. 
It gets full, and 
then we go to 

the forest, to be 
honest.”
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4.2.3. Living Conditions and Accommodation

One of the most important problems in 2018 har-
vest was the 2 big floods. The floods damaged the 
tents and wood. Therefore, it became a big obs-
tacle to meet the basic needs. After the floods, the 
tents were visited. The governorship of İkizce took 
necessary precautions against possible loss of lives.

K18: “Today, flood water ran under us.”

K24: “”After the flood, the wood became wet, so 
we couldn’t have breakfast for two days. What can 
we do?”

K10: “We had no wood. We called the boss. He 
said he would bring wood, but he didn’t, because 
his wife became sick. We have propane cylinder. 
As we have no wood, we make something like tea.”

O
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4.2.4. Safety and Health

We asked the participants how safe they feel. The 
graph below shows how they feel. As we see, the 
number of those who don’t feel safe at all and of 
those who feel totally safe is almost the same. 

Below are the views of the participants about why 
they feel and don’t feel safe.

K18: “…Here is a forest. A pig came to our tent 
three days ago. I would take my child to the toilet, 
but I couldn’t… He cried and cried. I was scared. 
They were passing behind the tent, so I couldn’t.”

K16: “No, it is not safe… There is no door. Someti-
mes, dogs come…”

K17: “We all compulsorily stayed in the same room 
due to the flood. We are staing the in the same 
room now.”

K15: “I have gotten accustomed to this place. It is 
a good place.”

K13: “To be honest, we are not in safe at all, be-
cause this tent has no door. I tied up a rope to its 
door. I am living in a tent for the first time.”

K3: “There is nothing to do with the people to feel 
safe or not. I don’t have any prejudices against 
them.”

K20: “We are not in safe. We feel scared. We are 
not in our hometown. It rained last night and we 
felt scared that a flood can occur. It damages a lot.”

K19: “Here is a fieldi desert, forest.. Look! Today I 
have killed a snake in the field.”

It is observed that the women had foot pain mostly 
and then respectively backache and cold.

Graph 9 
How safe the 
participants feel in the 
accommodation areas

Graph 10 
The deseases that the seasonal agriculture women 
workers had in the last month
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4.2.5. Nutrition

Nutrition habits of the seasonal agricultu-
re workers

In the interviews with the women workers, they 
said that they had brought a lot of dry food from 
their hometown and they consumed less milk, che-
ese, vegetables, fruit, meat and meat products be-
cause they didn’t have proper equipment to keep 
these products fresh in tents. The observations 
during the visits to the tents showed that there 
wasn’t proper equipments to keep the food fresh 
nad clean.

K16: “To be honest, we didn’t eat meat for 50-60 
days. The Sacrifice Feast passed, but nobody gave 
us meat.”

K11: “The field owner meet our needs, gave also 
milk and yoghurt. May God bless him.”

Graph 11 
How often 
the seasonal 
agriculture 
workers 
consume milk 
and cheese in 
tents

Graph 12 
How often 
the seasonal 
agriculture 
workers 
consume 
bulghur and 
lentil in tents

Graph 13 
How often 
the seasonal 
agriculture 
workers 
consume 
vegetables and 
fruit in tents

Graph 14 
How often 
the seasonal 
agriculture 
workers 
consume meat 
and meat 
products in 
tents
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4.2.6. Marriage and Family Life

Marriage and family life of the seasonal 
agriculture women workers

This part of the research was carried out on 19 
women of the 35 women who participated in the 
interview. All the women are either married with 
children or pregnant, and they are 21-30 years old 
at maximum. 

The graph below shows if their house in their ho-
metown belongs to them and if they have extended 
family or not. Most of them have extended families. 
They marry at the age of 17 in average. 

The youngest one married at the age of 13 and the 
oldest one 24. The education level of the women 
and their husbands are low and that of the women 
are lower than their husbands. 

Figure 10 
The residence 
of the 
participants

Figure 12 
The education level of the women and husbands

Figure 11 
The marriage types and duration 
of the participants

The 89% of the participants have 
civil marriage. The rest are married 

by the Imam (Islam religious 
functionary). In addition, only 1 of 
the participants said that she had 
remarried and another participant 
stated that her husband married a 

second wife.

K10: “I am married by the Imam. I 
told my husband once, but we had a 
quarrel, so I didn’t say again. I don’t 

repeat something to him.”

The participants have 
been married for 17,5 

years in average. 
The duration of their 
marriage varies from 

7-8 months to 39 
years.

The age gap between 
the wives and husbands 

varies from zero to 15 
years. The husbands are 
older. The average gap is 

4 years.

The 25% of the men haven’t attended the 
school at all. The 5% are only literate, 6% 
graduates of primary school. Two husbands 
are graduates of secondary school and one 
husband has the associate’s degree. 

The 95% of the women haven’t attended the 
school at all. One woman is a graduate of 
secondary school. K10: “…I graduated from the 
secondary school and attended the Koran Course.
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4.2.6. Marriage and Family Life

It is observed that the rate of the positive and nega-
tive views of the participants is close to each other 
when we examine their thoughts. 

Although the rate is almost the same, their attitu-
des towards marriage changed over time as most 
of them got married when they were a child and 
they got to know their husband after marriage. For 
example, “I loved my husband over time.” or “ I 
got used to marriage and my husband over time.” 
and etc. The following are the expressions of the 
women about marriage.

K18: “Why shall I think it? I couldn’t change anyt-
hing, because I have nothing. Anyway…”

K19: “I don’t know. It happened in a way. I must 
serve and meet his needs.”

K10: “Marriage is something like it can be both 
good and bad. It can be both a heaven and hell. 
You stand the hell for the heaven. (She is laughing). 
What else can I say?”

K31: “…Marriage means getting on well. Women 
should sing another tune. Men should have influ-
ence on women.”

Figure 13 
Distribution of husbands’ occupations

Graph 15 
Participants’ views about marriage

Positive Views  
%48        

Negative Views  
%52

I
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4.2.6. Marriage and Family Life

Figure 14 
Marriage Types 
of the Women

It is observed that all the participants’ mothers 
married like them such as arranged marriage, 
cross-cousin marriage, and most of them bride 
price or bride exchange. 

Some of them married as second wife (f:2) and 
married brother-in-law, the levirate custom (f:1).

K18:  “My mother married as a second wife.”

K20: “First, my mother married my uncle and 
when he died, she married my father. My father 
had two wives…”

All the participants except 4 of them worked be-
fore they married. Their average working dura-
tion is 9,5 years. When they were a child, they 
gave their earnings to their father and now to 
their husband. 

K31: “… I spent my childhood by working in 
agriculture.”

It is identified that bride exchange is 
widespread among poor families and 
marriage without bride price happens only 
in some of the cross-cousin marriages.

K5: “He was my father’s relative. There 
was bride price. Let me say how much..
It was a long time ago. It was 500 TL 
(22 years ago). My uncle was leukemia 
patient. My father gave it to him.”

K10: “I still keep my pride price money. 
It was 23000 TL and I still have 3000 TL 
of it.”

All the women married in an 
arranged way (arranged marriage). 
They said they loved their husband 
after the marriage.”

K18: “My brother made me marry 
and I couldn’t object or say anything. 
What can I feel? I hadn’t seen my 
husband before. We were engaged for 
three months and we didn’t see each 
other during that time. Somebody kid 
around with me saying what if he is 
too old, lame or blind etc. Then, I told 
my mother that I don’t want to marry 
before I see him. My mother replied: 
We saw him. It is enough. No need 
for you to see him.”

It is observed that cross-cousin 
marriage is widespread. If not, bride 
price is paid.

K12: “My husband is not my relative. 
I am Arab and he is Kurdish. He saved 
my father’s life. Then, we married.”

K14: “I made a cross-cousin marriage. 
My father-in-law is my uncle. My bride 
price was too little, I think…”

Figure 15 
Working 

of the 
participants 

before 
and after 
marriage

I used to give my 
earnings to my mother.
K18 “I didn’t have my 
father, so I used to give my 
mother.”
I used to give my 
earnings to my father.
K8 “I used to give my 
father and he used to spent 
it.”
Not mentioned

I give my earnings to my 
husband.
K10 “My husband is paying 
the debt.”

We spend together.
K23 “We work in summer and 
spend in winter.”
Only I have and spend.
K13 “I have the control of the 
money. Fortunately, he doesn’t 
care about it. My daughter will 
go to the university, so I just 
thought I can earn her course 
expenses.”
I give my earnings to my 
father-in-law
K14 “I used to give my parents 
before I married. Now I give 
my father-in-law. He is also my 
uncle.”
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4.2.7. Child and Family

Child and Family

It is observed that the total number of the children 
women have is 80 and two women are pregnant. 
The average number is 4. They became a mother 
when they were 20 years old in average. Those 
who became a mother for the first time is 16 years 
old for the youngest ones and 27 years old for the 
oldest ones.

The following is the statement of a woman who 
became a mother when she was a child.

K13: “When I was 17, I became a mother. It was 
not a good feeling for me. Too bad, because it is 
not good to marry and have a child before one en-
joys her being young.” 

Child Death

The 9 of 19 participants said that thie children had 
died before. The average number per mother for 
child death is 1,4.

The following are the statements of mothers whose 
children have died about its reasons.

K15: “… My first child died at home. When she 
was 2 years old, we used to go to work and she 
used to stay at home alone. When we went away 
from our home, she used to stay in tents with us. 
She went without water all day. We couldn’t take 
care of her. If it were now, …”

K13: “One of my children died when he was only 
20 days old.I was living in rented houses. I moved 
to a new house. When I got up in the morning, he 
was dead in his cradle. I don’t know how he died.”
It is concluded that the women have the low level 
of benefiting from health services and care both 
before and after the birth. When we consider that 
they have no education life at school, their fol-
lowing statements are understandable.

K5: “Who takes us to the doctor? Nobody!”

K15: “I never used to go to doctor. My younger da-
ughter was born in Adana when we were working 
in orange fields. She was dead when she was born 
at home. And then, we went to the hospital…”

Graph 16 
When the participants’ children died
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4.2.7. Child and Family

K29: “I couldn’t go to the doctor in my last preg-
nancy because I was working. We couldn’t go to 
the doctor since we came here.”

K20: “No, I can’t go to the doctor. The doctor said 
I had a risk of miscarriage and I should see the do-
ctor regularly, but we live away from the hospital.”
The 6 of the women said that they can’t breastfeed 
their children enough.

K17: “I have given up breastfeeding this year after 
3 years.”

K23: “I have breastfed all my children properly.”
It is bserved that the women are not have the ne-
cessary awareness vaccination. The following are 
their statements about vaccination.

K12: “I have never made my children vaccinated.”

K8: “When the community health center calls, I 
went. Once, we went to Malatya. They called us, 
but I didn’t made the vaccination. It eas the last 
one, though.”

K18: “I couldn’t vaccinate my first child. At that 
time, I was living with my mother-in-law.”

The 39 of the total 80 children were born at home 
without any medical support.

K12: “… I have never gone to doctor before. They 
were all born at home.”

Most of the women said that they don’t want to 
have a child again and very few of them said that 
they prevent from pregnancy using various metho-
ds.”

Figure 16 
How much the women 
want a child and 
another child
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4.2.7. Child and Family

Figure 17 
Participants’ 
views about the 
importance of 
having a child

Figure 18 
Child care, education and the roles and responsibilities in the daily chores

K12: “Having children is great. Children are the lights of the world.”

K5: “A child is the joy at home. We need joy to live. We are bored without 
them at home. We play with them and become happy.”

K18: “I sometimes feel scared and bad when I say I don’t want and I get 
angry with myself because I say I don’t want.”

K13: “…It is being a mother. When I become an old 
woman, they can help us.”

K14: “Sometimes it is good, sometimes bad. It 
becomes tiring. They need care. You shouldn’t have 
more than 4 children if you necessarily want to have.”

Mother
It is illustrated in the graph that basically the mother is responsible 
for the care, education and chores. The views of the participant 16 
about domestic and outdoor responsibilities are as the following.

K16: “I am responsible for everything. He spends the money and I 
try to put bread on the table.”

Father
K31: “My wife is responsible for the children’s education. She is 
very proud that the children study, especially girls.”

Siblings
As almost all the participants are not literate, the elder brothers/
sisters deal with the education.”

K19: “I am not good at reading and writing. My older daughter 
helps.”
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4.2.7. Child and Family

K18: “I want my children to study. We couldn’t 
study, so we don’t have an easy life. It is their cho-
ice.”

K16: “He says he wants the children to study. He 
likes education. I don’t want it.”

When we ask the families their views about pres-
chool education, most of them know what the 
preschool education is. However, some of them say 
they prefer religious education.

K19: “We send our children to religious courses 
before the age of 5 in Urfa.”

Perception of Having Good Manners and 
methods of discipline

According to the mothers that we interviewed, 
they think the girls have better manners than the 
boys. 

They describe having good manners as litening to 
the mother, behaving well in society and not beha-
ving in a risky way. They want their children most-
ly to obey and study lessons.

The mothers’ discipline methods are as the fol-
lowing.

Figure 19 
“Education Needs 
and Demands of 
Families

Graph 17 
The discipline methods that the participant women 
practice on their children

K13 "I would want to have school both education 
and religion education. It would be great.”

K18 “My husband would 
want it, too. Why not?”
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4.2.7. Child and Family

Graph 18 
Children 
views about 
marriage

Graph 19 
Views of children about the 
Age of Marriage

When we consider at what age the mot-
hers want their children marry, the ave-
rage values are illustrated above.

It is better for the girls to marry after 
they graduate, and the boys after they 
fulfill the military service.
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4.2.7. Child and Family

Graph 20 
Views of the 
participants 

about where 
their daughters 
will live when 

they marry

Graph 21 
Views of the 
participants 
about where 
their sons will 
live when they 
marry

Table 7 
Participants’ Future 
Expectations from 

their Brides and 
Grooms
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4.2.8. Dreams and Needs

Dreams and Needs

When we ask the participants what they would 
change in their lives if it they could, they said they 
would have a stable and peaceful life rather than 
change something. The following are the state-
ments made by the participants about what they 
want to hve in life.

K5: “I want to have a peaceful life, to have a small 
house and I don’t want to impose.”

K16: “I wish I had studied.”

K18: “I wish my children didn’t lead such a life 
like ous.”

K19: “First of all, I want health and peace. I wish 

my husband had a proper job and we didn’t come 
here.”

K12: “I don’t want anything. Money is sometimes 
the problem. I wish health.”

There are various views about the areas that they 
want to make a change in. In addition, most of 
them are about getting rid of poverty.

K19: “I would put an end to umemployment if I 
could. Excuse me, but there are too many Syrian 
people in Urfa. They earn 50 TL, but the local wor-
kers in Urfa earn 100 TL. In this case, the boss pre-
fer them as it is cheaper.

K23: “I would stop my husband from marrying a 
second wife.”

Graph 22 
Participants’ wishes to 
change in life
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4.2.8. Dreams and Needs

Almost all the participants married when they were 
a child and the marriage types are bride price, bride 
exchange and cross-cousin marriage. 

They are quite similar to their mothers’ marriages. 
The women except one do not have school expe-
rience. 

Husband’s education levels are also low, but higher 
than wives. Husbands work in temporary jobs and 
don’t have social security.  

In addition, the women have both positive and ne-
gative views about marriage. 

Most of them started to work when when they 
were a child and they still have been working. 

Their efforts in childhood are managed by their fat-
hers and in marriage by their husbands. 

The discipline methods used for children are ne-
gative. 

Violence, scolding and verbal warnings take the 
lead among these methods.
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4.3. The Research on The Condition of the Children involved in 
Seasonal Agriculture Movements
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4.3.1. Demographic Information about the Children

25 voluntary children coming to İkizce with their 
families as seasonal agriculture workers were inter-
viewed within the scope of Every Child is a World 
project. 

The aim was to see the current conditions of them. 
The demographic infortaion about the children is 
illustrated in the graph below. The 25 children are 
between 7-13 years old. The age distribution is 
shown in the graph below. 

The rate of their gender is similar.

Graph 23 
Age Distribution 
of Children 
Interviewed

Graph 24 
Gender Distribution 
of Children 
Interviewed

2 I
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4.3.2. The Children’s Work Experiences In Seasonal Agriculture

In the interviews, 8 children said they had worked 
in agriculture before. However, the 17 of them ha-
ven’t. 

The parents are aware of the fact that children 
should not work. 

C1 (Child 1): “I went to work las year. I picked 
hazelnut, but my mother wanted me not to. I am 
sitting.” (Age 8)

C2: “I never go to work due to the danger. .”  
(Age 10)

C13: “I don’t go to the field as the boss doesn’t 
accept me as a worker. .” (Age 10)

C21: “We are picking hazelnut, but for no reason, 
not seriously. I picked potatoes with my sister last 
year. I don’t want my parents to work. They get 
tired.”

I

Figure 18 
Rate of the Children Working Experiences in 
Agriculture before
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4.3.3. Children’s thoughts About the Living Spaces

It is observed that the tasks and responsilities 
changed according to their gender when the child-
ren were asked what they did in tents when they 
didn’t go to the field. The table below shows the 
distribution of the tasks and responsibities that the 
girls and boys are wanted to do.

Table 8 
“What do the children do 
when they don’t go to 
work in the fields?
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4.3.3. Children’s thoughts About the Living Spaces

When we consider if the children are satisfied with 
the place that they live in İkizce, the number of 
the satisfied ones (f:12) is higher than that of the 
dissatisfied (f:10) although the numbers are close 
to each other. 

The number of the ones who don’t feel safe (f:14) is 
higher than the ones that feel safe (f:11).

C24: “… I feel scared in the evening when I am 
alone. I am afraid of the darkness, bears, pigs and 
dogs.”

C17: “… I am afraid of the snakes and people. They 
may harm us.”

Graph 25 
Children’s Fears
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4.3.4. Their Dreams Now and About Future

The children were asked, “What would you do if you 
had a magic wand?” The answers are placed in the 
following pyramid based on Maslow’s hierarchy of 
needs.

Figure 20 
The categorization of the children’s present and 
future dreams based on Maslow’s hierarchy of 
needs
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4.3.4. Their Dreams Now and About Future

The following are the basic physiological needs 
that the children want to meet.

C2: “I would build a tent with two floors. I would 
like to wear beautiful dresses.”

C10: “I would buy a new house in Urfa. Our cur-
rent house will be pulled down because of the ur-
ban transformation project.”

C7: “I would stop the war.”

C12: “My mother is ill. I would treat her.”

C13: “I would make the world a good place. I 
would give the magic wand to the children.”

C25: “Nothing…”

C9: “…I wish we all had a good job.”

C5: “…I wish I had a good classroom, a good scho-
ol”.
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THE RESULTS and SUGGESTIONS

T TThe aim of the project, preventing the child labour, 
was achieved. 127 children spent their time at 
school from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. during 30 days.

“Every Child is A World” is an integrated project 
of education, health and nutrition. During 30 days, 
the children ate 4 meals a day (breakfast, lunch and 
two snacks). The content of the menu was prepa-
red by a dietician. 

They did physical activities with a P.E. teacher. 
Most of the children were physically not developed 
enough when compared to their peers. 

Those who are overweight lost weight and the thin 
ones gained weight at the end of the project. The 
children learnt all the school subjects by playing 
games.
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THE RESULTS and SUGGESTIONS

TThe goal of the project is to have a contact with 
the seasonal agriculture women workers and local 
women and to raise awareness of the child labour. 

500 women were reached and a bag was given 
them as a present. 

They were given an eduaction about breast cancer. 

The life conditions of the women were observed 
and 35 volunteer women were interviewed with 
individually. 

Their needs were analysed.
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THE RESULTS and SUGGESTIONS

It is known that the seasonal agricultural move le-
ads to child labour and early school leaving, health 
problems, negligence and exposure to exploitation 
in our country. 

Although some families go on working like that be-
cause of poverty, the recent studies contributed to 
the awareness of both seasonal agriculture workers 
and local hazelnut growers.

The most urgent problem is the issue of accom-
modation. The tents should be constructed well in 
especially Ordu, which receives a lot of rain and 
where there is often the risk of flood. 

The infrastructure of the accommodation areas 
should be appropriate so that the workers can meet 
their needs and feel safe.  

Enhancing the living conditions of the seasonal agriculture 
workers moving to İkizce, Ordu
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THE RESULTS and SUGGESTIONS

The land owner can contribute to the solution of 
the problems by supplying dry wood and providing 
a good accommodation area. 

The deficiency of the accommodation areas and 
weak access to clan water can cause some heakth 
problems especially for children. It is observed that 
the most frequent health problems are bronchitis, 
diarrhea, high fever, cold and flu. 

The results of this project showed us that ther 
should be a well-prepared diet programme made 
by an expert. 

The results can be made sustainable by means of 
family education.
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Safely From the Past to the Future...

     The very first rule to build a healthy 
society in order to look from the past to 
the future in a trustful way is the existence 
of environment-friendly, high quality and 
reliable corporate companies which have 
high standards. 

Buying the most quality raw products from 
the growers, process them with caution and 
present them to the consumers are always 
the priority of our company. 

It is always among our main targets as the 
family of Durak Hazelnut to find the answer 
to the question “How can we do better?” by 
meeting with the growers.

      
      OUR MISSION
• is to process the Turkish hazelnut best, 

advertise and taste it all around the world.

      OUR VISION
• is to render a customer-focused service,

• is to provide a damage-free service in time 

and completely,

• is to be beneficial to natural environment 

and mankind,

• is to be a company which is given a 

reference and preferred by the firms,

• is to ensure these principles’ continuity and 

to share this happiness with our customers, 

employees and workers.
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Safely From the Past to the Future...

Levent Cad. Krizantem Sok. No:96 Levent / İSTANBUL  •  Phone: (0212) 282 82 30 (Pbx)  •  Fax: (0212) 270 97 76
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