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Kadir DURAK 
Durak Hazelnut Industry 
and Trade Inc.
Board Member

Within the framework of our sustainability policy, in 2018, we imple-
mented and initiated the “Every Child is a World” making a signifi-
cant step towards reducing social inequalities and preventing child 

labor. This project was developed to prevent the forced labor of seasonal 
agricultural worker children and to provide them with better living and edu-
cational opportunities.

Every child should have equal rights when they are born. However, seasonal 
agricultural worker’s children are deprived of the most basic rights of life and 
are forced to work under harsh conditions. This situation negatively impacts 
not only the physical and psychological health of the children but also has a 
detrimental effect on the future of society. The “Every Child is a World” aims 
to ensure that these children have access to basic rights such as education, 
health, and safety.

Within the scope of our project, various efforts are being undertaken to pre-
vent children from working in agricultural works, to support continued to  
their education, and to create sustainable livelihoods for their families. Addi-
tionally, educational and informational activities are organized to raise aware-
ness and increase consciousness on this issue across all segments of society.
In this report, we will share with you the details of the “ Every Child is a Wor-
ld” the successes achieved, and the challenges encountered. The structure of 
our project, based on the principle of sustainability and providing long-term 
solutions, is an important step toward ensuring that children have a brighter 
future.

Together, with the awareness that every child is a world, we can build a fai-
rer and more equitable future.

With kind regards
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With trust from the past to the
 future…
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EVERY CHILD IS A WORLD PROGRAM

The Every Child is a World Program, 
which has been ongoing since 2018, 
is a comprehensive program aimed 

at preventing child labor in hazelnut far-
ming and creating sustainable change in 
this area. The program creates safe spa-
ces for children who come to the Ordu 
province through seasonal agricultural 
migration during the hazelnut harvest pe-
riod, aiming to keep children away from 
agricultural fields, ensure their access to 
education, and improve their living condi-
tions. Integrating education, health, and 
care services, the Every Child is a World 
Program supports the well-being of child-
ren on the migration route by providing an 

exemplary model in the fight against child 
labor. Within the scope of the Every Child 
is a World Program, regular visits are con-
ducted in the original cities where the fa-
milies live. During these visits, the living 
conditions and educational continuity of 
the children are monitored. Scholarship 
programs are implemented for children 
with high dropout rates, providing finan-
cial support to ensure they can continue 
their education. The program is entirely 
funded by Durak Hazelnut’s own resour-
ces. By cooperating with local govern-
ments and non-governmental organiza-
tions during implementation, sustainable 
and inclusive solutions are produced.
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The project carried out in the two important 
hazelnut-producing regions of Turkey, Fe-
rizli in Sakarya and İkizce in Ordu, aims to 

reduce child labor and improve the working and 
living conditions of seasonal migrant agricultural 
workers and their families between the years 2022 
and 2024. The project is supported by the Nether-
lands Enterprise Agency (RVO), commissioned by 
the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the In-
tersnack Fund Against Child Labor. Durak Fındık is 
one of the partners of the project in Turkey.
The main goal of the project is to reduce child la-

bor and improve the living and working conditions 
of seasonal migrant agricultural workers and the-
ir families by combating the root causes of child 
labor in cooperation with the Sakarya-Ferizli and 
Ordu-İkizce regions. To achieve this goal, plans are 
being made in collaboration with relevant stakehol-
ders and local authorities, and effective practices 
to eliminate child labor are being implemented. 
The Sustainable Hazelnut Villages Project, carried 
out in the İkizce district during the 2022 and 2023 
harvest seasons, will continue to be implemented 
during the 2024 harvest season.

SUSTAINABLE HAZELNUT VILLAGES PROJECT
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DEMOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON MIGRANT 
SEASONAL AGRICULTURAL WORKERS WHO CAME TO 
İKİZCE FOR THE 2023 HAZELNUT HARVEST PERIOD

During the 2023 hazelnut harvest season, the Durak 
Hazelnut field team visited 70 households (tents) in 
4 different accommodation areas. More than half 
of the visited households (n:40) were composed 
of migrant seasonal agricultural workers from the 
province of Şanlıurfa, followed by the provinces 
of Konya, Gaziantep, and Adana. One household 
each came from the provinces of Hatay and Şırnak. 
65% of the families of seasonal agricultural workers 
coming to the accommodation areas spend more 

than half of the year on the migration route, while 
only 35% leave their homes solely for the hazelnut 
harvest. When examining the impact of the Febru-
ary 2023 earthquake and flood disasters on the se-
asonal workers identified during field visits; 32 out 
of 70 households interviewed during the field visit 
stated that they were affected by the earthquake 
and flood disaster that affected Turkey in February 
2023.
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Sustainable Hazelnut Villages Project

It was observed that 46% of the families who came to the 
region were affected by the earthquake, while considering 
the origin provinces they migrated from, most of the fa-
milies managed to escape these disasters without heavy 
financial damage. 100% of the families coming from the city 
of Gaziantep and 39% of the families coming from the city 
of Şanlıurfa stated that they were affected by the earthqua-
ke. According to the data obtained from interviews with the 
families, the most frequently observed effects of the eart-
hquake can be summarized as minor damage to houses, 
and spiritual and psychological difficulties. Additionally, ac-
cording to field observations, workers living in Adana and 
Hatay and those working as migrant workers in the harvest 
of products in the earthquake zone throughout the year sta-
ted that employment opportunities in the region had decre-
ased and therefore they were compelled to migrate.
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Graphic 2. Distribution of Temporary Seasonal Agricultural 
Workers’ Accommodation Areas in İkizce District

Graphic 3. Distribution of Labor Contractors Detected in 
Accommodation Areas and the Households Dependent on These 
Labor Contractors

It is observed that a large portion (63%) of 
the migratory seasonal agricultural workers 
who came to the Ikizce district for hazelnut 
harvesting set up their tents in the first ac-
commodation area, Düzpelit accommodation 
area, and resided collectively in this non-ME-
TIP area. Following this, the highest settle-
ment (23%) was in the fourth accommodation 
area, Şenbolluk accommodation area. The 
migratory seasonal agricultural workers in the 
fourth accommodation area resided in the old 
municipal building and the garages located 
around it.

A total of 9 agricultural intermediaries were 
identified in 4 different accommodation areas. 
It was found that the 1st, 2nd, 3rd, and 4th 
agricultural intermediaries arrived with larger 
groups, while the other agricultural interme-
diaries arrived with smaller groups. It was de-
termined that the agricultural intermediaries 
coming with large groups had agricultural ve-
hicle registrations, while some of the agricul-
tural intermediaries coming with small groups 
were unregistered. Looking at the number of 
households involved in the hazelnut harvest 
associated with the agricultural intermedi-
aries, it was found that the highest number 
of households was with the 1st agricultural 
intermediary, and this intermediary has been 
bringing workers to the Ikizce district for 
many years and mediating for a large group.
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Sustainable Hazelnut Villages Project

Graphic 4. Gender Distribution of Migrant Seasonal Agricultural 
Workers in Accommodation Areas

It has been determined that there are a total 
of 478 itinerant seasonal agricultural workers in 
four different accommodation areas in the dist-
rict of İkizce. More than half (n: 268) of those 
coming to the accommodation areas with se-
asonal agricultural migration are found to be 
children under the age of 18. Among adult iti-
nerant seasonal agricultural workers, the pro-
portion of women (54.80%) is higher than that 
of men (45.20%).

Graphic 5. Distribution of Migrant Seasonal Agricultural Worker 
Children by Age Groups in Accommodation Areas

It has been determined that the majority (58%) of 
children identified as being under 18 years old in 
the accommodation areas are between the ages 
of 7-15. It is observed that most of the children 
coming to the Ikizce district with seasonal mig-
ratory agricultural work are those of compulsory 
primary education age. The lowest rate (9%) 
in the age group distribution was found to be 
among children aged 0-3.

As a result of the research conducted by the field 
team, 17 elderly, disabled, and dependent indi-
viduals participating in seasonal migration were 
identified in 4 different accommodation areas in 
the Ikizce district.
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Table 1. School Attendance Status of Children Coming to 
İkizce District for Hazelnut Harvest from Their Hometowns

When looking at the school attendance status of child-
ren who came to the İkizce district for the hazelnut har-
vest, it was determined that out of 268 children under 
the age of 18, 208 were of school age, and out of the 208 
school-aged children, 144 continued their basic educa-
tion in their hometowns. It is observed that the dropout 
rates among school-aged children are high.
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HARVEST SEASON
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Graphic 6. Participation Status of Migrant Seasonal Agricultural 
Workers in Ikizce District in Safe Areas

Graphic 7. Percentage Distribution of Children Attending and 
Not Attending Summer School by Age Group

200 out of 268 school-aged children who came to 
İkizce district for the hazelnut harvest were inc-
luded in the summer school, which is a safe area 
created for children. 16 children under the age of 16 
and 52 children aged 16-18 were not registered for 
school. During field interviews, it was determined 
that there is a risk of child labor in 13 households.

Moreover, it was found that the attendance rate to 
summer school for children over the age of 12 who 
were registered in the school was lower compared 
to other age groups. It is thought that this may be 
related to the risk of child labor. 26% of the children 
in the accommodation areas were identified as be-
ing directly at risk of child labor.

81.6% of the children aged 3-18 identified in the 
field have been included in safe areas (summer 
school). For children aged 6-18, this rate is determi-
ned to be 80.3%. While 98.4% of children aged 4-15 
have been included in safe areas, this rate is deter-
mined to be 94% for preschool children aged 3-6.

Information About Safe Spaces Opened For Children During  
The 2023 Hazelnut Harvest Season
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Table 2. Gender Distribution of Children Coming to Ikizce District 
for Hazelnut Harvest and Enrolled in Summer School

When examining the gender distribution of 200 children en-
rolled in summer school, it is observed that the numbers of 
girls (n:94) and boys (n:106) are close to each other, but there 
are more boys.

ACCESS TO SAFE SPACES

As part of the “Every Child 
is a World” Program and the 
Sustainable Hazelnut Villages 
Projects, a summer school has 
been established in the buil-
ding of the İkizce District Ordu 
Metropolitan Municipality Ana-
tolian Imam Hatip High School 
so that children can stay away 
from hazelnut orchards and ac-
commodation areas that do not 
have adequate safety conditi-
ons during the harvest period. 
The children have spent time in 
this safe space while their pa-
rents went to the orchards for 
the harvest.

In the safe space education, he-
alth, and care services are pro-
vided to the children.
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Access To Safe Spaces

Figure 1. Courses offered to children in summer school
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Preschool Education

47 out of 200 children enrolled in the summer 
school, approximately 1 in every 4 children, were 
included in the preschool education class. In the 
preschool education class, 2 bachelor’s degree 
preschool teachers and 2 associate degree assis-
tant teachers were employed. Additionally, there 
was 1 cleaning and maintenance staff member.
It was determined that none of the children inclu-
ded in the preschool education class had any prior 
school experience. Therefore, when the children 
first came to school, they had difficulty separating 
from their older siblings and joining the preschool 
education class. Teachers stated that other chal-
lenges the children faced were not knowing the 
school rules and lacking self-care skills. It was 
also mentioned that there were children who did 

not speak Turkish, making it difficult for teachers 
to communicate with them initially. Observati-
ons showed that when children could not express 
themselves at first, they preferred to resort to vio-
lence. To support the children in the program:

1. Week:
• Developmental tests were conducted to determi-
ne developmental needs,
• Activities were implemented to support self-care 
skills,
• School and classroom rules were created toget-
her with the children,
• Classroom routines were established and fol-
lowed, 
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2. Week:
• Activities supporting psychomotor and cogniti-
ve development were emphasized according to the 
developmental needs of the children,
• Group games suitable for cooperative learning 
were included,
• Fun science activities that support curiosity were 
included,
• Language activities such as finger games, son-
gs, and stories that support language development 
were included,
• Simple rhythm activities were conducted, 

3. Week:
• Cutting, pasting, folding, crumpling, and knea-
ding activities to develop children’s fine motor skil-
ls were included,
• Artistic activities to support creative thinking 
skills were included,
• Materials containing sensory stimuli were wor-
ked with,
• A mindfulness-based art therapy module was 
implemented by 2 academics, 

4. Week:
• Activities on basic mathematical skills such as 
matching, sequencing, grouping, and patterning 
were carried out,
• Applications to develop basic social skills were 
carried out,
• Activities to recognize and express emotions 
were carried out through mindfulness-based art 
therapy and in-class activities.

At the beginning of the program, it was determi-
ned that the developmental needs of the children 

revealed in developmental tests, especially in the 
areas of language and social development, showed 
significant positive changes by the end of the prog-
ram. Additionally, teacher observations indicated 
that by the end of the program, the children made 
significant progress in adhering to school rules, 
performing independent self-care skills, and enhan-
cing communication and social skills.

Access To Safe Spaces
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Literacy Classes

It is known that children who participate in sea-
sonal agricultural migration have an average of 4 
months of school loss compared to children from 
families who are not seasonal agricultural workers. 
This situation leads to a lack of basic knowledge 
and skills such as literacy and mathematics in the-
se children and causes them to fall behind their 
peers. All children participating in the program are 
evaluated with assessment tools that include ba-
sic literacy and simple mathematics skills by their 
classroom teachers at the beginning of the prog-
ram, and children who need it are included in the 
literacy group. Among the children attending the 
summer school, it was determined that there are 
children who have reached the final stage of basic 
education but have still not acquired literacy skills. 
It was determined that despite not having any spe-
cial needs, these children could not acquire these 
skills due to lost school years.

Observations by teachers working in literacy clas-
ses indicate that at the beginning of the program, 
children had difficulty adhering to school culture 
and classroom rules and struggled to communicate 
with their peers. In literacy classes, various acti-
vities were carried out with the children using 3D 
materials, alphabet and phonics work, reading and 
writing exercises, reading speed development ac-
tivities, basic mathematics activities, art activities, 
puzzles, intelligence games, and attention exer-
cises. At the end of the program, teacher obser-
vations showed an increase in children’s reading 
speeds and basic mathematical skills. By the end 
of the program, children’s adherence to classroom 
rules had increased, and their negative behaviors 
had decreased. Additionally, it was observed that 
by the end of the program, children’s motivation 
towards school and lessons had increased, and 
they participated in lessons more willingly.
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Access To Safe Spaces

Science and Information Technologies

Within the program, an experienced Science Teac-
her and an Information Technologies Teacher wor-
king under the Ministry of National Education were 
included. The primary goal of the Science course is 
to help students develop positive attitudes towards 
the Science course and to address the educatio-
nal gap caused by seasonal agricultural migration 
at the level of basic skills and concepts. The main 
goal of the information technologies course is to 
strengthen children’s connections with informati-
on and technology. In this context, it is aimed to 
provide children with basic skills such as digital 
literacy skills, and how to use office software, in-
ternet browsers, and other common software app-
lications.
As in other levels, teachers at this level also men-
tioned the presence of more behavioral problems 
in children at the beginning of the program. It was 

stated that children did not know the school rules 
and that peer bullying was observed among im-
migrant children coming from different cities. Ad-
ditionally, it was noted that at the beginning of the 
program, children had a negative view of school 
and education, but a positive change was observed 
in the children as the program progressed.
As part of the Science course, a science experi-
ment and various intelligence games activities 
were included with the children every day. In the 
information technologies course, activities were 
included to help children develop the habit of wor-
king together, enhance their algorithmic thinking 
skills through coding applications, and improve 
their adherence to and adoption of classroom rules. 
Information technologies were conducted in the 
Computer Laboratory and Coding Workshop.
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Science and Information Technologies

According to the teacher’s observations at the 
end of the program, it was stated that the child-
ren developed awareness regarding coding app-
lications, realized that the computer is not just a 
tool for using the internet, showed improvement 
in adhering to classroom rules, and a decrease in 
bullying behaviors was observed. Even shortly after 
the start of the program, teachers reported changes 

in the children. One of the things that caught the 
teachers’ attention the most was that the youngest 
groups in the school were the quickest to adopt the 
desired behaviors. It was also stated that children 
who had participated in the program in previous 
years played a very important role in helping new 
friends adapt and guided them as leaders.
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Access To Safe Spaces

Physical Activities and Visual Arts

A Physical Education teacher who works at a scho-
ol affiliated with the Ministry of National Education 
and has experience working with disadvantaged 
groups, and a Visual Arts Course Instructor who 
has experience working in courses affiliated with 
the Ministry of National Education, took part in the 
program.
At the beginning of the program, the teachers ob-
served that the children lacked basic social skills 
such as moving together with the community, fol-
lowing school rules, and using polite words.
Within the scope of physical education classes, 
physical activities and sports competitions were re-

gularly organized with the children every day. As in 
other subjects, games and activities that included 
more competition and rivalry were included in the 
physical education class. The teachers explained 
that the reason for this was to help the children 
develop a sense of responsibility, teamwork, and 
cooperation, and most importantly, to understand 
that the losing team congratulates the winning 
team and that losing is a part of competitions. In 
the Visual Arts class, activities were determined 
according to the children’s interests and talents, 
allowing them to deepen their knowledge in that 
area and recognize their skills.
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Physical Activities and Visual Arts

The teachers emphasized that there were notice-
able improvements and changes in the children 
towards the end of the project. The teachers stated 
that by the end of the program, the children had 
learned to follow some rules while moving with the 
community, their disruptive behaviors in the class-
room had decreased, they had learned to say thank 
you and apologize, their behaviors of hitting each 
other had decreased, and they had developed the 

very important habit of regular nutrition for their 
healthy development. The teachers also noted that 
the children had increased the number of words 
they used throughout the day.
It was noted that the children who had participa-
ted in the project in previous years made a more 
harmonious and enjoyable start because they were 
familiar with the experience they would have, and 
they supported the integration of other students.
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Figure 2. Workshops offered to children in the summer school

Cake Making Workshop
With the cake-making workshop organized for 
children at the summer school by Gastroart, child-
ren were both entertained and supported in the 
development of their basic skills. At the end of the 
workshop, the children tasted the products they 
made themselves, experiencing a process where 
they both actively learned and had fun.
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Cinema Workshop

An animation film watching event for children was 
organized at regular intervals in the conference hall 
of the school building where the summer school 
was conducted. During these events, it was aimed 
to ensure that children primarily have a good time 
and also gain cinema culture.

Coding Workshop

The TWİN Science coding set and TWİN science 
art sets have been purchased for use within the 
program. The activities within these sets have 
been implemented together with the children, sui-
table for their age groups. The basic coding and al-
gorithmic thinking skills of the children have been 
supported.
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Book Reading Workshop

As part of the program, a small “Every Child a Wor-
ld” library consisting of quality children’s publica-
tions has been created for two different age groups 
suitable for the preschool and primary education 
age groups. Reading activities have been carried 
out with preschool children at the same time every 
day and with other age groups on certain days of 
the week during reading hours. Within the scope of 
the “Every Child a World” Program, Tübitak Publi-
cations “Bilim Çocuk” and “Meraklı Minik” Maga-
zines were gifted to each child according to their 
age group to ensure that children can access qua-
lity children’s publications. The activities in these 
magazines were completed together with teachers 
and children.

Music and Rhythm Workshop

As part of the program, a music teacher working 
at a school affiliated with the Ministry of National 
Education organized music and rhythm activities 
with children throughout the summer school pro-
cess. By introducing the children to the bağlama 
and violin instruments, they conducted a choir 
study with these instruments.
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Music and Rhythm Workshop

Travel and Picnic Event

As part of the summer school activities, children 
participating in the program were taken to Asarka-
ya picnic and recreational area in the Ünye district 
for a trip, and a full day of outdoor activities and 
picnic activities were carried out.
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Figure 3. Activities offered to children in the summer school
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Rodeo Play Event

A rodeo game was set up in the summer school 
yard for the children to have fun, and all the child-
ren enjoyed participating in the game activity for 
one day.

Big Group Dance Event

Since the first day of summer school, a large group 
dance activity has been regularly conducted at the 
same time every day with a teacher. The purpose 
of this activity is to support children in establishing 
routines during school times, ensure coordinated 
movement and coordination among children, allow 
them to have fun, and leave school with positive 
emotions. For this purpose, a large group dance ac-
tivity has been conducted with all the children who 
come to school during the free activity hour, which 
is the last hour of the day, accompanied by music.
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Rodeo Play Event Theater Event

The local theater troupe that came to the summer 
school ensured that children both had fun and de-
veloped a theater culture with the children’s play 
they performed for the kids.

Big Group Dance Event
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Summer School Nutrition Program

HEALTH

The nutrition program has been an important part 
of the Every Child Is a World program since 2018. 
Children participating in migrant seasonal agri-
cultural work are not within the expected height 
and weight range for their age due to malnutrition 
and challenging migration conditions. Therefore, a 
nutrition program consisting of 2 main meals and 
2 snacks per day is implemented throughout the 
summer school process to ensure that children can 
eat healthily and balanced. When children arrive at 
summer school and at the end of the summer scho-

ol, their height and weight values are measured, 
and their developmental status is evaluated accor-
ding to their age group. The nutrition program is 
effective on the development of children, especi-
ally those in the younger age group, even within a 
4-week period. Furthermore, it has been observed 
that the nutrition program is effective not only on 
the children’s development but also on their parti-
cipation in school. Families are willing to send their 
children of all age groups to school due to the he-
alth and nutrition program.
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Summer School Nutrition Program Health Program

Since the beginning of the program, one of the 
main goals has been to ensure access to healthcare 
services for all children, women, and other family 
members in the field, especially the children parti-
cipating in the summer school, who have come to 
the İkizce District by joining the migratory seasonal 
agricultural migration. In this context, Durak Fın-
dık has supported the access of migratory seasonal 
agricultural workers to healthcare services through 
a model that includes 3 different methods.
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Figure 4. Types of Health Services Provided to Children
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• Health Screenings Conducted at School

Since 2018, as part of the program, general health 
screenings have been conducted for children by 
health teams consisting of a pediatrician, a dentist, 
and a nurse who come to the summer school each 
year. After this preliminary screening, children are 
provided access to advanced healthcare services at 
Private Ünye Çakırtepe Hospital as needed.
During the 2023 harvest season, dental check-ups 
were conducted for 76 children. Prescriptions were 
written for 3 children who underwent dental exa-
minations. Structural jaw disorders were detected 
in 2 children who were examined. In the dental 

examinations of the children, 23 cavities and 65 
extractions were identified. A total of 76 children 
underwent general health screenings. Prescriptions 
were written for 43 children. 19 children were ta-
ken to the health center and hospital for advanced 
healthcare services. The general distribution of ail-
ments detected as a result of the children’s health 
screenings is provided below. Considering the con-
ditions in the accommodation areas, the prevalen-
ce of intestinal infections is seen as an expected 
situation.



37

W
O

R
K

S

• Health Screenings Conducted at School

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

%90 • İntestinal	Infection

%5 • Respiratory	Tract	Infection

%2 • Urinary	Tract	Infection

%2 • Fungal	Infection

%1	 • Ear	Infection

86%

14%

Tutar	(TL)

Examination	and	Analysis
Expenses

Medicine	Expenses

• Access to Local Health Services

Within the framework of the protocols carried out 
with local authorities under the Every Child is a 
World Program and Sustainable Hazelnut Villa-
ges Projects conducted by Durak Fındık, families 
of seasonal migrant agricultural workers are hos-
ted as guests at both accommodation areas and 
summer school, receiving services from Family and 
Community Health Centers. The programs provide 
support for the access of local health services to 
the field and cover the medication expenses of the 
families.

Figure 5. General distribution of diseases detected in children
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• Özel Ünye Çakırtepe Hospital

The program participants, who are from mobile se-
asonal agricultural worker families, including child-
ren, women, and disabled individuals, are provided 
with access to advanced healthcare services nee-
ded during the hazelnut harvest through the prog-
ram. Durak Fındık’s affiliate, Özel Ünye Çakırtepe 
Hospital, offers these advanced healthcare services 
free of charge. During the 2023 harvest season, 
advanced healthcare services in various branches, 
including pediatrics and obstetrics, were provided 
to children and adult patients, ensuring their treat-
ment and care. Since the families receiving health-
care services from the hospital do not have general 
health insurance, their health expenses and medi-
cations are not covered by the state but are instead 
covered by Durak Fındık and Özel Ünye Çakırtepe 
Hospital within the program’s scope.
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When the health expenditures made during the 
2023 harvest period are examined, it has been de-
termined that a total of 54,427 TL was spent on 
health, with 46,642 TL of this amount being spent 
on examination, testing, imaging, and treatment 
expenses, and 7,785 TL being spent on medication 
expenses.

Graphic 8. 2023 Harvest Season Health Expenditures 
Amounts and Distributions
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SERVICES OFFERED FOR ACCOMMODATION AREAS IN 
İKİZCE DISTRICT DURING THE 2023 HARVEST PERIOD

Field teams visited 70 households in 4 different ac-
commodation areas. As a result of the visits made 
to the families, the needs of the households were 
determined based on the feedback received.

8 households need dried food, 7 households need 
tents, 6 households need electricity, 4 households 
need clothes, 4 households need toilet and bathro-
om repairs, 3 households need pillows and beds, 

3 households need water, 3 households need hy-
giene supplies, 2 households need ground leveling, 
2 households need access to health services, 2 
households need shoes and slippers for children, 2 
households need regular pest control, 1 household 
needs a washing machine, 1 household needs a 
refrigerator, 1 household needs diapers, and 1 hou-
sehold needs regular waste collection.

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Food Tent Electricity Clothing

Toilet	and	
Bathroom	

Repair
Pillow,	Guilt	

and	Bed Clean	Water Hygiene	
Material

Access	to	
Health	

Services
Regular	Pest	

Control
Baby	Diaper	
and	Formula

Regular	
Collection	of	

Waste

86%

14%

Satisfied

Not	Satisfied

Figure 6. Needs of Families in Accommodation Areas
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Safe Accommodation Areas

1. Infrastructure and Repair Services in Ac-
commodation Areas: 

At the beginning of the harvest season, repairs 
were carried out on container toilets, bathrooms, 
and solar panels in the first accommodation area, 
which is the most crowded. Permission was obtai-
ned from the municipality to use the old municipal 
building in the fourth accommodation area, and re-
pairs and maintenance of the toilets and bathrooms 
in this area were carried out.

2. Toilet Bathroom Cleaning: 

Necessary materials were purchased for the clea-
ning of the container toilets and bathrooms, espe-
cially in the first accommodation area, which is the 
most crowded accommodation area, and a regular 
daily wage was paid to one person among the agri-
cultural workers to ensure regular cleaning. Thus, 
efforts have been made to ensure that children and 
other family members live in hygienic and healthy 
conditions in the accommodation areas.

At the beginning of the harvest season, some improvement works have been carried out in the accommoda-
tion areas as part of the planning and based on the feedback from families. These are listed below.
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3. Meeting Electricity and Water Needs: 

Since the accommodation areas are not designa-
ted as METİP areas and are not legally recogni-
zed as accommodation areas, electricity and wa-
ter subscriptions in these areas have been set up 
by agricultural intermediaries. Until an electricity 
subscription was established in the first accom-
modation area, generator and fuel support were 
provided. The costs of electricity and water bills in 
the accommodation areas were covered by Durak 
Hazelnut.

4. Distribution of Food and Hygiene Packages: 

A total of 94 food and 71 hygiene packages were 
distributed to 70 households located in 4 different 
accommodation areas in the Ikizce district. During a 
field visit to seasonal agricultural workers in the Sa-
karya Hendek region, 12 food packages and 4 hygie-
ne packages were distributed, reaching 6 women, 
5 men, and 10 children. Thus, a total of 106 food 
packages and 75 hygiene packages were provided 
to families during the 2023 harvest season.
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5. Meeting basic needs: 

During the harvest, some needs emerged that were 
not part of the program but arose during the pro-
cess. Various efforts were made to meet these nee-
ds, and the basic needs of families were addressed. 
One of the most basic needs was baby formula and 
diapers for infants in the field. Field teams ensured 
that these needs were met for families in need. Ad-
ditionally, due to the rainy climate, families requ-
ired beds, quilts, pillows, and blankets. This need 
was met with the support of a public institution.

6. Waste disposal and pest control: 

During the harvest, regular waste collection at the 
accommodation areas was coordinated with the Ikiz-
ce Municipality, and continuous communication was 
maintained with the Ordu Metropolitan Municipality 
regarding the control of insects and flies.
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SATISFACTION WITH SAFE SPACES AND ACCOMMODATION 
AREAS ESTABLISHED FOR CHILDREN OF MIGRANT SEASONAL 
AGRICULTURAL WORKERS

As a result of the interviews conducted regarding 
the satisfaction with the accommodation areas, 
it was determined that there are multiple factors 
affecting the satisfaction of agricultural workers 
living in these areas. Issues such as delays in ele-
ctricity subscription, the risk of infectious disea-
ses, murky water after rain, and the soil structure 
of the ground in the Düzpelit accommodation area 
have caused a decrease in the satisfaction rate of 
agricultural workers in Düzpelit. In contrast, in the 

Şenbolluk accommodation area, it was observed 
that murky and smelly water after rain negatively 
affected workers’ satisfaction levels. Despite this, 
looking at the overall satisfaction level of seasonal 
agricultural workers coming to İkizce, it was found 
that 81% of workers staying in Düzpelit were satis-
fied with their accommodation area, while 91% of 
workers staying in Şenbolluk were satisfied with 
their accommodation area.
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When examining the satisfaction levels of families 
regarding summer schools, which are considered 
safe areas, it was determined that all families were 
satisfied with the summer school. Additionally, all 
families expressed that they felt their children were 
safe while at school. All families indicated that the 
health and nutrition services were the services they 
were most satisfied with at the school.
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Graphic 10. Summer School Parent Satisfaction Level
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As a result of the interviews conducted to determine the 
satisfaction level of children with the summer school, it 
was found that 98% of the interviewed children were satis-
fied with the summer school, while 2% were not satisfied 
with the school. When looking at the reasons for the child-
ren’s dissatisfaction, albeit at a low rate, it was stated that 
the inclusion of a mixed group from different cities and 
cultures in the school led to peer bullying and difficulties 
in getting along.
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Graphic 11. Summer School Children Satisfaction Level
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In the 2023 harvest season, various training sessions were organized for seasonal agricultural workers, agri-
cultural intermediaries, and hazelnut producers. Some of these trainings were conducted in hazelnut fields 
before the harvest period, while others were held at the summer school when the seasonal agricultural wor-
kers arrived for the hazelnut harvest. Before these trainings, a pre-test was administered to all participants, 
and a post-test was conducted after the training to assess their knowledge levels.

Seasonal Agricultural Worker, Labor Contractor, and Farmer Trainings
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Figure 8. Training Topics
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Seasonal Agricultural Worker, Labor Contractor, and Farmer Trainings

PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRAININGS

Participants: 
10 agricultural workers, 10 labor contractors, and 75 farmers

Cities: 
Agricultural workers and labor contractors are from Şanlıurfa, farmers are from Ordu.

Age Distribution: 
The average age of agricultural workers is 31.5, labor contractors 39.7, and farmers 48.
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PROFILE OF PARTICIPANTS IN THE TRAININGS

Gender Distribution: 
All farm workers are women, 
all farm intermediaries are 
men, and the majority of pro-
ducers are men.

Education Level:
Among agricultural 
workers, the group with 
the lowest education le-
vel is the laborers, while 
the producers have the 
highest education level.
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TRAINING OUTCOMES

Child Labor Awareness

As a result of the training program, awareness of child labor among agricultural wor-
kers, intermediaries, and producers has significantly increased, with the level of awa-
reness in all three groups noticeably higher compared to before the training.

None of the agricultural workers knew the legal penalty for child labor before the trai-
ning, but after the training, 9 out of 10 workers learned this penalty. A similar increase 
was observed among agricultural intermediaries; after the training, 6 out of 10 inter-
mediaries learned the penalty.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Graphic 15. Child Labor Awareness Pre-test - Post-test Change Level
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Labor Rights

Awareness of worker rights among agricultural laborers 
increased by 24% after the training. This shows that the 
knowledge level of workers rose from 53% to 77% before 
and after the training, respectively. Awareness of wor-
ker rights among agricultural intermediaries increased 
by 27.5% after the training. The knowledge level, whi-
ch was 62.5% before the training, rose to 90% after the 

training. Awareness of worker rights among producers 
increased by 33.66% after the training. The knowledge 
level, which was 41% before the training, rose to 74.66% 
after the training. The chart shows a significant increase 
in awareness of worker rights among all groups. The tra-
ining program significantly increased the knowledge le-
vels of agricultural laborers, agricultural intermediaries, 
and producers regarding worker rights.

Training Satisfaction

It has been determined that 100% 
of workers are satisfied with the 
training, while 95% of agricultural 
intermediaries and producers are 
satisfied.
These training programs have suc-
ceeded in raising awareness about 
child labor and daily wages by 
increasing the knowledge levels of 
seasonal agricultural workers, agri-
cultural intermediaries, and produ-
cers. Significant progress has been 
made in the fight against child la-
bor as a result of the training.

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Graphic 16. Labor Rights Awareness Pre-test - Post-test Change Level
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Throughout 2023, Durak Hazelnut field teams 
have carried out comprehensive activities ai-
med at seasonal migrant agricultural workers 

and their families coming to the Ikizce district. Wit-
hin the scope of the Every Child is a World Program 
and the Sustainable Hazelnut Villages Project, ac-
tivities were organized to prevent child labor, whi-
le ensuring children’s access to safe spaces and 
educational opportunities. Of the 268 children who 
came to Ikizce district for the hazelnut harvest, 200 
were included in the summer school, a safe space 
created for children. In this context, 81.6% of the 
children participated in the safe spaces.
During visits covering 70 households, the living 
conditions of the families were examined, and food, 

hygiene packages, and basic necessities were dist-
ributed according to their needs. Health screenings 
and treatment services were provided, improving 
the health conditions of the children and families. 
Awareness-raising trainings were given to agricul-
tural workers, labor contractors, and farmers throu-
gh training programs. As a result of these activi-
ties, awareness of child labor and worker rights has 
significantly increased. The activities of 2023 have 
been very productive in terms of improving the li-
ving and working conditions of seasonal agricultu-
ral workers and their families and taking significant 
steps in combating child labor. The success in pre-
venting child labor has been concretely demonst-
rated by children’s access to education and safety.
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OUR ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY
As DURAK HAZELNUTS INDUSTRY AND TRADE 
INC.; we are determined to do our part in order 
to protect the environment with the effective and 
successful work we will do in our business together 
with our managers, employees and suppliers. We 
are aware that only in this way we can contribute 
to the efforts and efforts to leave a healthy and 
livable nature to future generations. For this purpose, 
while managing the environmental aspects of all 
our activities, products and services in DURAK 
HAZELNUT INTEGRATE, the following intentions and 
principles are applied to the extent possible;
• Applicable laws, statutes, regulations and principles 
are adopted and applied.
• Appropriate technologies and methods that will not 
harm the environment and provide savings in resource 
use are researched, followed and applied.
• Implements measures to reduce the amount of 
waste and the negative effects of these wastes in 
order to prevent pollution caused by wastes that 
cannot be completely prevented.
• Studies are carried out with the understanding of 
continuous improvement for the protection of the 
environment. Environmental awareness is increased 
through training and participation in the workplace 
(and in the community).
• Environmental activities are organized and 
developed in accordance with the TS EN ISO 14001 
Environmental Management System.
• In order to be indispensable in international and 
national markets, the understanding of quality and 
environment is supported by accredited documents.

OUR QUALITY AND FOOD SAFETY POLICY
• It is committed to
• providing our customers’ requests, needs and 
expectations on time, fully and accurately,
• ensuring the continuous improvement of the Quality 
and Food Safety Management System by reviewing its 
effectiveness and efficiency,
• ensuring the understanding, implementation and 
continuity of Quality and Food Safety Management 
Systems and policy within the organization,
• producing, storing and selling products in 
accordance with national and international legislation 
and microbiological, physical and chemical 
specifications demanded by our customers, with 
healthy and quality inputs, under hygienic conditions,
• providing and transmit the necessary information for 
food safety throughout the food chain, ensuring the 
continuous improvement of occupational health and 
safety,
• and providing the development and training of its 
employees.

SUSTAINABILITY
As Durak Fındık (Durak Hazelnuts), we continue to carry 
out our work in many of the Sustainable Development 
Goals related to this, especially the global target 8.7, which 
is the prevention of child labour, within the framework of 
our sustainability program. In order to ensure sustainable 
development in the world, especially in Turkey, we carry 
out joint studies with our stakeholders in our supply chain, 
public institutions and organizations and non-governmental 
organizations in many fields not only related to agriculture 
but also social issues. Below are the Sustainable 
Development Goals that intersect with our work.

Goal 1. End Poverty
Goal 2. End hunger
Goal 3. A healthy and quality life
Goal 4. Quality education
Goal 5. Gender equality
Goal 8. Decent work and economic growth
Goal 8.7. Prevention of forced and child labor
Goal 10. Reducing inequalities
Goal 13. Climate action
Goal 15. Terrestrial life

With trust from the past to  

the future…
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     MISSION
The priority of Durak Hazelnut, which 
draws its strength from the local and 
internationally known, is to deliver its 
products to consumers with the best 
quality standards through Sustainable 
Hazelnut Agriculture.

     VISION
To reach products with sustainable and 
traceable agricultural activities at every 
stage of the supply chain with its unique 
service quality, practices that make 
a difference, to collect products with 
a quality-based purchasing approach 
at the market level, to process them 
without touching, to package them, to 
transform them into different products 
that make a difference, and to market 
them in the country and abroad.   

     PRINCIPLES AND VALUES
01. Quality,
02. Food safety and Human Health,
03. Sustainable agricultural activities,
04. Sustainable social activities,
05. Prevention of Child Labour,
06. Decent working conditions,
07. Supporting local development,
08. To contribute to Turkey’s financial 
development,
09. Transparency,
10. Reliability,
11. Making supply chains traceable,
12. Increasing and prioritizing women’s 
employment,
13. Protection of ecological balance,
14. Combating climate changes,
15. Encouraging mechanized agriculture,
16. Sensitivity to human rights.

CERTIFICATES
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hercocuk1dunya

durakfindik

hercocuk1dunya

hercocuk1dunya

www.duraksurdurulebilirlik.com
www.hercocukbirdunya.org

www.durakfindik.com.tr
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Levent Cad. Krizantem Sok. No:96 Levent / İSTANBUL  •  Tel: (0212) 282 82 30 (Pbx)  •  Fax: (0212) 270 97 76
durak@durakfindik.com.tr   •  www.durakfindik.com.tr

WITH TRUST FROM THE PAST  
TO THE FUTURE...


